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experiment—to me. Am I too far away from W.W. to
be able to do him justice? I must decide very soon. I
wish I thought I had either the knowledge or the brains
for what you call your book. I have been reading more
Whitman and feeling his genius more, in spite of his absur-
dity. I thinly I shall try him. It is better to take the
opportunities that come (as in other spheres) than try to
do something which nobody wants done.
Please think of me as grateful for your proddings. So
I think friends should help each other. I am sure I have
often prodded you and I think each owes something to
the stimulus of the other. But don't be Alarmed. The
time I give to politics and leaders is not great.
I-ran through the Poetics to refresh myself I wish you
had been here to talk and read and tell me if you agree.
Yours af£,
J.B.
Datchet House,
Datchet
To his daughter Ruth	December 20, 1924
,.. You can't have better weather or even much brighter
sun than we have here this morning. Mother and I have
been walking in the garden since breakfast and we dragged
your reluctant sister out for a few minutes. She is a foolish
child and seems never to have discovered the truth of the
Preacher's remark that it is a pleasant thing to behold the
sun* Every twig was standing out against the bright blue
behind it, a few daisies were up in the grass, a few birds
were singing, and a big thrush walking on the lawn, or
hopping, for he does not walk after all, and all the world
was playing at spring—a game it will most likely have
to put aside again soon and forget for another three months
or more.
We are very happy here, I think. I find the warmth
of the house very pleasant after the cold and damp of

